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Q + A and Links from Senior Webinar 10/20/2020   

Topic:  College Applications 

 
Useful Links:   
 
Apprenticeships through WA State Labor and Industries:  
https://secure.lni.wa.gov/arts-public/#/  
 
Senior Recommendation Profile:  Fill out and give to people writing letters of recommendation for 
you:  
https://www.fwps.org/Page/7799 
 
Fee Waiver Info: https://blog.prepscholar.com/college-application-fee-
waiver?utm_source=email&utm_medium=share&utm_campaign=btn  
 
College Knowledge guide with senior timeline: https://www.wcan.org/wp-content/uploads/12th-
Grade-WCAN-College-Knowledge-Update-2020.pdf 
 
College Knowledge guide reference in various languages 
https://www.wcan.org/college-knowledge/ 
 
UW 2021 application;  Writing Section: https://admit.washington.edu/apply/freshman/how-to-
apply/writing-section/  
 
FWPS High School and Beyond Plan (HSBP) Checklist: 
https://www.fwps.org/Page/6288  
 
FWPS senior HSBP checklist: 
https://www.fwps.org/Page/6281  

 
Questions and Answers 
 

1. Do I email my counselor for my transcript?  
For an unofficial transcript, yes. For an official transcript, go to the Decatur website homepage 
and submit a request.   
 

2. Is the 24 hour volunteer requirement revoked because of COVID? 
      Yes, it is waived for class of 2021.  
 
3. My college apps (both coalition and common app) say that I have to have my counselor put in my 

official transcript for me and even though I got my official transcript it won’t let me put in the file 
myself. How do I go about making sure that happens? 
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  Your counselor will submit an official transcript through the common app, just make sure    
you’ve requested it in the app.  

 
4. Are our rankings and class size on the official transcript? Or do we ask a counselor? 

Ask your counselor.   

5. Is our official transcript weighted or unweighted? 
Unweighted  

 
6. Was the SAT we took in school valid? 

  Yes  
 
7. Do we have to take SAT/ACT if we do not plan on going to college? 

   When testing is offered at school, it is expected that everyone takes it. That way you give  
 yourself options if your plans change.  

 
8. Do all colleges require a transcript? 

   No. For example, UW does not require a transcript. Best practice is to always check the    
   school’s website to see what they require.  

 
9. I'd like to do early admission, do our transcripts only count when the quarter is over? 

   You can submit your current transcript and then update it later once the quarter is over.  
 
10. What is considered a good sat score? 

   Check with your specific college requirements because it will vary from college to college.  

11. Do we have to request a transcript for every college we are applying to?  
   Through the common app your counselor will upload it once, and it will go to all the schools     

you’ve added.  

12. How many recommendation letters do we need? 
 It varies by the school. Typically, schools require a counselor recommendation and two teacher 
recommendations. Check the school’s admissions page to see what their specific requirements 
are.  

 

13. Where can we check our SAT scores from last school year? 
   Go to the college board website to find your score. A counselor can also access your scores  

and send them to you if you are having difficulty.    
 
14. Will there be a way to rewatch this? 

   Recorded sessions will be posted on our website for viewing.  
 
15. If you take a year off after you graduate can you still go to college?  

 Yes, just make sure you have a plan and are intentional.  Keep in mind you still have to    
complete all the components of your high school and beyond plan.  
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16. Is FAFSA a grad requirement? 
Yes! It is a required component of your high school and beyond plan.  
 

17. What if scholarships asks only for weighted GPAs?  
   This doesn’t normally occur. If it does, reach out to your counselor.   

 
18. How do I show I completed my FAFSA?  

For MaiaLearning, save your confirmation page and then upload it into the documents section.  
 

19. What if my address changes after I submit the FAFSA? 
Update your information on FAFSA  
 

20. I’m going straight into the military after high school and I'm already enlisted and went through 
the army bct, do I still have to do this? 
If you are joining the military or going on a mission, contact Mrs. Novak in the career center to 
verify and she will give you the necessary opt-out documents.  

21. How can you find your overall GPA from all four years? 
It is listed on your transcript, so get a copy of that or ask your counselor.  
 

22. Do you need to have a counselor's recommendation letter? 
Depends on the school, so check their website!  
 

23. What are the things that you have to do for your high school and beyond plan 
Check MaiaLearning to see what tasks are completed and what still needs to be done. Your   
SEL/CCR teacher will also be doing a final check. The checklist can be found here:  
https://www.fwps.org/Page/6281  

24.  If you're already enrolled into a technical college do we have to apply to other colleges? 
 You can continue at the technical college, you just have to show your registration to prove  you 
are continuing your education at that institution.   
 

25. Do your senior grades affect your GPA when applying for college? 
Even though colleges won’t know your senior grades when you are applying, we do provide 
updated transcripts to colleges in the spring, so schools will ultimately see your senior year 
grades and could alter admissions decisions if there are drastic changes in academic 
performance.  

https://www.fwps.org/Page/6281

